Merstham U9 Cricket – Unbeaten in the league 2011!

We all got together at the start of the season trying to go one better than last year and to win the league!  The practice sessions were great fun and the coaches were very encouraging.  After a few training sessions we were ready for our first league match against our old rivals Southern Railway and Kenley.  We played really well as a team and we managed to bowl them out for 227 and we scored 307 in our 20 overs, with Harvey batting really well, a great start to the Season!
Our next match was against Oxted & Limpsfield.  This was a closer match but our excellent bowling and fielding meant we won by 45 runs, with Theo E and Theo C putting on over 40 for the last wicket.
After our great start to the season we were confident to win against Lingfield who were 2nd in the league.  After some great bowling by Harvey and Louis ably supported by some great keeping by Rhys and Theo E, we managed to keep Lingfield to a score of 255.  In reply, Harvey and Finn got us off to a great start.  The whole team batted really well and we got to our best total so far of 333.  The funniest part of the game was a pull for 6 by Theo C that hit the unfortunate boundary fielder on his head and bounced over the boundary!
Our next game was against local rivals Reigate Priory.  By this stage of the season we were really flying and beat them by 123 runs, with some brilliant bowling by Jack when he got 5 wickets for 0 in his 2 overs!
The weather now got worse and we played our next game against Newdigate on an artificial mat.  This made batting interesting and our bowlers in particular were very quick and intimidating for a young Newdigate team, where we managed to restrict them to under 200.  Another good win for Mertsham!
Our next game was against Capel.  A fantastic all round performance saw us score 345 and restrict them to 245 with Theo C getting his first hat trick in the league, with great support from Joe who got 2 in 2 balls!  
We continued to get stronger and stronger, our last game of the season before the weather cancelled so many games was against Woodmansterne.  Here we topped our record score getting 348 in our 20 overs, with the Theo C and Harvey getting a record partnership score of 47 and bowling them out for 227! 
Merstham also entered the Capel festival which coincided with the one decent day of the English summer and on a scorching Sunday managed to bring home the first piece of silverware of the season. We scraped through the pool section with a better run rate after one defeat everyone contributing with bat and ball. In the semi we met arch rivals Outwood sending them to a crushing defeat on a pitch with a 45 degree slope on one side, Ed ’s bowling bamboozling the opposition. So to the final,  a truly outstanding batting performance,  openers Theo E and Matt B inspired the rest of the team  - with running between the wickets would have made Usain Bolt proud and we romped home in style to the delight of the watching and only slightly weary sun burnt parents  
What a great season for the Merstham U9 boys, we also won an award for the Reigate & Banstead Young team of the Year!!  A huge thank you to the coaches and all the parents who supported us, we are already looking forward to the next season!
 
      
